Disease-Resistant Rice Varieties
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Jefferson, a new semidwarf rice
variety, hit the market only last year
but is already popular among south-
ern farmers who must contend with
fungus-caused rice diseases such as
leaf blast and sheaf blight.

For an encore, ARS scientists who
developed Jefferson have just re-
leased another new rice variety—
Madison, which has multiple disease
resistance, like Jefferson, but matures
9 days later in the season.

Madison is ready for harvest about
120 days after seedlings emerge.
That's similar to other leading com-
mercial varieties, says ARS geneticist
Anna M. McClung, who heads rice
research at Beaumont, Texas.
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